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 ValleyNet
Network Access Acceptable Use Policy:

Student Use
 
Valley Christian Schools offers Internet access for student use.  This document contains the 
Acceptable Use Policy for student use of ValleyNet.   
 
A. Educational Purpose 
 
1. Valley Christian Schools network provides for Internet access, established for purposes 

of education (i.e. research, class assignments, career development and training). Valley 
Christian Schools Internet access is provided as an additional tool for the purposes of 
better preparing its youth to be educated, effective Christian young people in the world 
today.  All usage of the Valley Christian Schools Network is to be directed with the 
premise of building positive Christian character.   

 
2. Valley Christian Schools network has not been established as a public access service or 

a public forum.  Valley Christian Schools has the right to place reasonable restrictions on 
the material accessed or posted through the network.   

 
3. Valley Christian Schools network is never to be used for commercial purposes.  No 

products or services may be offered, provided, or purchased through Valley Christian 
Schools’ network.   

 
4. Valley Christian Schools network may not be used for political lobbying. 
 
 
B. Student Internet Access 
 
1. All students will have access to Internet World Wide Web information resources through 

their classroom, library, or school computer lab. Students are expected to follow the rules 
set forth in Valley Christian Schools’ disciplinary code as well as all local, state and 
federal laws governing use of the Internet. 

 
2.  No unauthorized files may be downloaded from the Internet. This includes, but is not 

limited to any freeware, shareware and/or demo programs. Under absolutely no 
circumstances may any games or MP3 files be downloaded. Any video streaming 
through such applications as QuickTime, Real Video, Windows Media Player, etc. may 
be viewed only as part of a valid class assignment or research project, and not strictly for 
entertainment purposes. This activity wastes limited bandwidth resources.   
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C. Unacceptable Uses 
 
The following uses of Valley Christian Schools Network are considered unacceptable: 
 
1. Personal Safety 
 
a. You will not post personal contact information about yourself or other people.  Personal 

contact information includes your home address, home telephone, school address, work 
address, pager, class schedule etc.  

 
b. You will not agree to meet with someone you have met online without your parent's 

approval.  Your parent should accompany you to this meeting. 
 
c. You will promptly disclose to your teacher or other school employee any communication 

you receive that is inappropriate or makes you feel uncomfortable. 
 
2. Illegal Activities  
 
a. You will not attempt to gain unauthorized access to ValleyNet or to any other computer 

network using ValleyNet resources or attempt to elevate current authorized access.  This 
includes attempting to log in through another person's account or access another 
person's files.  These actions are not only against school policy, but they are illegal (see 
appendix C- United States Code TITLE 18 - CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - 
PART I - CHAPTER 47 - Sec. 1030).  

 
b. You will not make deliberate attempts to disrupt the computer network or destroy data by 

spreading computer viruses, deleting system files or by any other means.  These actions 
are not only against school policy, but they are illegal (see appendix C- United States 
Code TITLE 18 - CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - PART I - CHAPTER 47 - 
Sec. 1030).  

 
c. You will not use Valley Christian Schools Network to engage in any illegal act, such as 

arranging for a drug sale or the purchase of alcohol, engaging in criminal gang activity, 
threatening the safety of persons, etc.     

 
d. You must not willfully cause damage to VCS computing equipment (i.e. CPU, monitors, 

printers, scanners, digital cameras, disks, keyboards, mice, etc.). Engaging in activities 
that directly or indirectly cause damage to VCS computing equipment may result in your 
expulsion from school, fines and/or cost of repair, or both.  

 
3. Network Security 
 
a. You are responsible for your individual account and should take all reasonable 

precautions to prevent others from being able to use your account.  Under no conditions 
should you provide your password to another person.  If another person gains access to 
your account and uses it in violation of the Acceptable Use Policy, both you and the 
offending student can lose all access through the network.   

 
b. You will immediately notify a teacher or the network administrator if you have identified a 

possible security problem, including someone gaining access to your account.  Do not go 
looking for security problems, because this may be construed as an illegal attempt to 
gain access. 

 
c. You will avoid the inadvertent spread of computer viruses by following common sense 

virus protection procedures (such as running the antivirus utility) when importing data 
files via floppy disk, removable storage device, or transferring files across the network 
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etc.  
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4. Inappropriate Language 
 
a. Restrictions against inappropriate language apply to public messages, personal 

messages, and material posted on Web pages. 
 
b. You will not use obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, inflammatory, threatening, or 

disrespectful language. 
 
c. You will not post information that could cause damage or a danger of disruption. 
 
d. You will not engage in personal attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.   
 
e. You will not harass others.  Harassment is persistently acting in a manner that distresses 

or annoys another person.  If you are told by a person to stop sending them messages, 
you must stop. 

 
f. You will not knowingly or recklessly post false or defamatory information about a person 

or organization. 
 
5. Respect for Privacy 
 
a. You will not re-post a message that was sent to you privately without permission of the 

person who sent you the message.   
 
b. You will not post private information about another person. 
 
6. Respecting Resource Limits. 
 
a. You will use the network only for educational and/or career development activities as 

indicated in the Acceptable Use Policy.  There is no limit on use for education and career 
development activities.   

 
b. Users will not download files unrelated to coursework, class assignments, etc. Files may 

only be downloaded by approval of the campus Computer Science teacher.  If necessary, 
you will download the file for review, printing, or to floppy disk for future reference. Files 
must be immediately removed from the local computer. 

 
7. Plagiarism and Copyright Infringement 
 
a. You will not plagiarize works that you find on the Internet.  Plagiarism is taking the ideas 

or writings of others and presenting them as your own.  
 
b. You will respect the rights of copyright owners.   Copyright infringement occurs when you 

inappropriately reproduce a work that is protected by a copyright.  If a work contains 
language that specifies appropriate use of that work, you should follow the expressed 
requirements.  If you are unsure whether or not you can use a work, you should request 
permission from the copyright owner.  Copyright law can be very confusing.  If you have 
questions ask a teacher.   
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8. Inappropriate Access to Material 
 
a. You will not use ValleyNet to access material that is profane or obscene such as 

pornography, or any material that advocates illegal acts, violence or discrimination 
towards other people (hate literature). A special exception for access to hate literature, in 
the upper grades, may be made by an instructor and in conjunction with good judgment. 
Parental permission may be required for this activity. The instructor should adequately 
and extensively consider the source and content of such hate literature, as it often 
represents and/or coincides with profane and obscene material. This sort of research 
must be conducted under the direct supervision of the instructor.    

 
b. If you mistakenly access inappropriate information, you should immediately tell your 

instructor or a campus administrator. This will protect you against a claim that you have 
intentionally violated this policy. 

 
c. Your parents should instruct you if there is additional material that they consider 

inappropriate for you to access.  Valley Christian Schools fully expects that you will follow 
your parent's instructions in this matter. 

 
 
D. Your Rights 
 
1. Free Speech 
 
a. Your right to free speech, as set forth in the disciplinary code, applies also to your 

communication on the Internet.  However, ValleyNet is considered a limited forum, similar 
to a school newspaper, and therefore Valley Christian Schools may restrict your speech 
under existing and accepted school policy. As it is in all cases, it is the goal of Valley 
Christian Schools to provide students an education that is grounded in the Judeo-
Christian values of the Bible as reflected in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.  

 
2. Search and Seizure.  
 
a. You should not expect privacy in the contents of your personal files or messages on the  

Valley Christian Network. You should not assume any privacy right in any  
information that is uploaded, downloaded or temporarily or permanently stored  
in the system. Valley Christian Schools reserves the right to gain access  
to all information in the network as well as information and material  
transmitted or received with the aid of the network. It may do so for any  
purpose, including but not limited to protecting the integrity of the network  
from unauthorized or improper use and to monitor and enforce this Policy.  
This may occur with or without prior notice to anyone, before, during  
or after such events take place.  

 
b. Maintenance and monitoring of Valley Christian Schools Network may lead to discovery 

that you have violated this Policy, the disciplinary code, or the law.   
 
c. An individual search will be conducted if there is suspicion that you have violated this 

Policy, the disciplinary code, or the law.  The investigation will be related to the 
suspected violation. 

 

Acceptable Use Policy: Letter to Parents   

vcs_saup.doc 



  

3. Due Process 
 
a. The Valley Christian Schools will cooperate fully with local, state, or federal officials in 

any investigation related to any illegal activities conducted through ValleyNet. 
 
b. In the event there is a claim that you have violated this Policy or disciplinary code in your 

use of the Valley Christian Schools Network, you will be provided with a written notice of 
the suspected violation and an opportunity to present an explanation before a neutral 
administrator.  Depending on the nature of the suspected violation, your network access 
may be suspended by the campus administrator until the problem is resolved. 

 
c. If the violation also involves a violation of other provisions of the disciplinary code, it will 

be handled in a manner described in the disciplinary code.  Additional restrictions may be 
placed on your use of your Internet account. 

 
E. Limitation of Liability 
 

Valley Christian Schools makes no guarantee that the functions or the services provided 
by or through ValleyNet will be error-free or without defect. Valley Christian Schools will 
not be responsible for any damage you may suffer, including but not limited to, loss of 
data or interruptions of service. Valley Christian Schools is not responsible for the 
accuracy or quality of the information obtained through or stored on the network. Valley 
Christian Schools will not be responsible for financial obligations arising through the 
unauthorized or authorized use of the network or Internet. 

 
F. Personal Responsibility 
 

Be sure to conduct yourself in a manner representative of your true character when 
accessing the Internet. As in life, there are pitfalls in cyberspace. Do not be tempted to do 
things on the Internet under cloak of anonymity. You will leave “electronic footprints” 
which will get you in trouble with your school. More importantly, remain mindful of your 
commitment and relationship with the Lord. 
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 ValleyNet
Student Access Technical Services

 
Internet Description Provided? 

World Wide Web 
(WWW) 

The Web provides access to a wide range of information in the 
form of text, graphics, photographs, video, and sound, from 
throughout the world.  The Web is a valuable research tool for 
students. 

YES 

File Transfer Protocol 
(FTP) 

FTP allows users to download and upload files.  Upon Request 

Internet Chat Protocol 
(IPC) 

IRC provides the capability of engaging in "real-time" 
discussions.  The Valley Christian Schools will provide access 
to IRC only for specifically defined educational activities. 

Under Special 
Circumstance 

Only 
VCS Library Robust MARC records and online cataloging make library 

reference material searches more productive 
YES 

 
VCS Library Full computer lab for entire classroom use, or individual study YES 
HS/JH/EL Comp Labs 6 full computer labs; 3 in the HS, 1 in the JH, 1 in the library, 1 

in the Elementary.  3 additional specialized labs in the HS; 
Graphic Art lab, CAD, Video lab and 2D/3D/CAD lab in the JH.  

YES 

HS Communications 
Dept 

Complete Video/Audio editing workstations. Streaming audio 
delivered via Internet 24/7.   

YES 

All Campus Internet access from any classroom, office, library or lab YES 
K-12 & Discovery 
Center 

Kurzweil program for students with learning disabilities YES 

Staff Email All faculty and staff have Email accounts including web-based 
Email 

YES 

Student Email Student email accounts Coming Soon 
 
 

Levels of Access 
1 Local computer only.  No access to the internet.  No access to the Local Area 

Network.  
2. Local Area Network.  No access to the internet. 
3. Internet access granted 
 
All students will begin with access level 3 once the Acceptable Use Policy Agreements are 
signed.  Levels 1 & 2 are reserved for disciplinary cases only.   
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